410           To the Rev. William Mason          [i?8i

would never ask him to dinner again. I took her side, and
fomented the quarrel, and wished I could have made Dagon
and Ashtaroth scold in Coptic.

I am happy that you like Mr. Conway's speech, and the
Goncio ad Clerum*. The Duke of Grafton, with whom
I dined the other day with Mr. Conway and Stonhewer,
told us that the Plamen most offended is Bishop Keene.
I do believe he is one of the most sore, for he is one of the
most putrid; but he must be ten times more angry at his
own son3, who spoke on Monday for Burke's bill. Lord
Chatham's second son*, they say, was far more like his
father. Sheridan demolished Courtenay, who, old Q-eorge
Cavendish said well, is deputy buffoon to Lord North.

1  am sorry you have lost Palgrave, and wish you could
tempt him to meet you at Strawberry Hill.

Sir Joshua, I doubt, will not have time soon to expedite
your Fresnoy; it must be much altered, or I should marvel
at GrayB; for Bishop Hurd you know I never admired him,
even before he was mitred. All his writings are tame,
without a grain of originality. I shall always maintain
that you have made a masterly poem from a very moderate
one, without adding to the author's sense. If that is not
the perfection of translation, I do not know what is, I am
very sensible that you could have added more gold, but who
ever gilt so well ? This I take to be the precise definition
of a good translation, which improves base metal without
adding ore. Adieu.

2  Apparently some remarks ad-     The House expected much of Chat-
dressed to the bishops in Conway's     ham's son, and was not disappointed,
recently published speech.                    Perfectly at his ease, and in a voice

*  Benjamin Keene, M.P. for Cam-     fall of melody and  force, he set
bridge.                                                forth his opinions in well-ordered

* William Pitt the younger entered     succession and in the best possible
Parliament as member for Appleby     words.'   (D. N". B.)

in Jan, 1781. 'He made his first 5 Gray and Hurd tried to dissuade
speech on 20 Feb. in support of Mason feona translating Fresnoy's
Burke's bill for economical reform, poem.i. p. 518.) It was opened in
